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FROM THE EDITOR:
 
This is your Summer Issue and the next time eNews appears, we will be welcoming the mid
September autumn. In celebration of the Summer, I've included four fine writers born in June. It
is a good month for literature!

I hope you will have wonderful opportunities to enjoy the sun and the page as you work on your
writing projects through the summer, uninterrupted by the need to shovel or rake.

Until next time....

Stay in touch, 
Sue Katz, editor eNews
sue.katz @ hotmail.com

 

BOSTON MEMBER READING AT PORTER SQUARE
 
WHAT: Join us to hear Marc Zegans read from "The Underwater Typewriter" in
this series featuring National Writers Union authors. The series is a
collaboration between NWU Boston and Porter Square Books.
WHEN: Saturday, June 11 at 5:00 pm
WHERE: Porter Square Books, 25 White St, Cambridge, MA 02140 (Porter Sq
Mall)
WHO: Poet and NWU member Marc Zegans
Marc moved from Cambridge to Northern California several years ago and is
now touring the East Coast in support of "The Underwater Typewriter," his new
volume of poetry. Marc is an exceptional poet - edgy and smart - and an
engaging reader. Please join us and to support a colleague, a wonderful
independent bookstore, and your Boston Chapter. (Hey, everybody wins!)
INFO: http://www.portersquarebooks.com/event/marc-zegans-underwater-
typewriter 

 

WRITERS NIGHT OUT: Monday, June 20

WHAT: We hope you don't miss one of our most popular activities:

http://www.portersquarebooks.com/event/marc-zegans-underwater-typewriter


Writers Night Out. It's your chance to hang out with other writers in a
casual setting, check in with questions of your own, and hear about other
writers' experiences. Month after month NWU members and their writer
friends meet up. Why not drop by and join us?
WHEN: Monday, June 20 (drop in any time between 6:00 - 8:00 pm)
WHERE: Christopher's Restaurant & Bar, 1920 Mass Ave., Porter
Square (Red Line), Cambridge
http://christopherscambridge.com.s122913.gridserver.com/directions
 

   

Allen Ginsberg:(June 3, 1926 April 5, 1997)

"The only thing that can save the world is the
reclaiming of the awareness of the world. That's
what poetry does."

WONDERFUL WEBINAR: EBOOKS AND ERIGHTS:
SOLD OUT!

Wednesday, June 15, at 8:00 pm EDT
 
The June 15 presentation of the webinar, "E-books and e-rights: What authors
need to know," presented by members of the NWU's Grievance and Contract
Division and the Book Division, is filled to capacity. But we plan to run another
one early in July and more after that, so watch your email for future dates and
info on signing up. The 90-minute webinar is free for NWU members.

 

AND THE NEW PASSWORD IS...
 
NWU-Boston's members-only page is celebrating the Summer Solstice by
changing its password. Effective June 20, go to nwuboston.org to access the
member page from the top of the left sidebar, right under the NWU logo. The
password will be Zinn (case-sensitive), after our late great member Howard
Zinn, an eminent historian and social activist. Read about him at
http://howardzinn.org. The username will remain the same: union.

It's worth your time to check out the members-only page. It's where we post

http://christopherscambridge.com.s122913.gridserver.com/directions
http://nwuboston.org/
http://howardzinn.org./


special reports, like last year's member survey results and the Grievance and
Contract Division's semiannual report. And it's where you can find minutes of
Steering Committee meetings and old issues of eNews.

And don't worry; if you forget any of this, you can always email your friendly
webmaster Barbara Mende at webmaster@nwuboston.org.

  

TROUBLE RENEWING?
 
Have you had difficulty renewing your NWU membership? If so, please send an
email explaining your difficulty to Steering Committee member John Hodge at
hodge.john@gmail.com

  

Pearl Buck: (June 26, 1892 March 6, 1973)

"When good people in any country cease their
vigilance and struggle, then evil men prevail."

  

REPORTBACK ON THE AGENT/EDITOR 
PITCH PROGRAM

 
The Women's National Book Association/Boston Chapter co-president.
Amaryah Orenstein, sent this writeup of our May 25 co-sponsored event:
 
"The first-ever NWU/WNBA-Boston Query Tutorial was a smashing success!
Forty-five writers sat down for ten-minute one-on-one sessions, where they
received a full critique of what worked, what didn't and what was missing from
their query letters. Attendees said they greatly appreciated the advice about
reshaping their drafts and felt they came away with a better understanding of
what agents and editors are looking for in a query letter. Some were so excited
by the process that they stayed on and signed up for additional meetings! 
 
Special thanks to our amazing agents and editors: Nicole Angeloro (editor,
HMH/WNBA-Boston Board Member), Kaylee Davis (agent, Dee Mura),
Katherine Flynn (agent, Kneerim Williams/WNBA-Boston Membership Chair),
Tim Mudie (editor, HMH), Kimiko Nakamura (agent, Dee Mura), and Amaryah
Orenstein (agent, GO Literary)."

mailto:webmaster@nwuboston.org
mailto:hodge.john@gmail.com


 
One NWU participant (who asked not to be named) remarked on both the limits
and the opportunities that the pitch tutorial offered: "Ten minutes is certainly
not enough time - especially under pressure - to present your best self. I did get a
positive response to some of my query as well as advice to shorten the body of
the letter." Another member, Wayne Soini, appreciated one editor's advice on
how to bring a book's "hook" into sharper relief.
 
It was a successful collaboration between the WNBA and the NWU and both
sides look forwarding to holding this type of event again.
 

   

Maurice Sendak: (June 10, 1928- May 8, 2012)

"Knowledge is the driving force that puts creative passion to work."

 

 

WELCOME NEW and RETURNING MEMBERS
 

Cheryl Melody Baskin
Michaela Bogart

Casey Breton
Andrea Clardy
Matthew Cox

Catherine Fabio
Bill Lichtenstein 
Lawrence Power

Rachel Roth
Shane Snowdon

Michael Sylvester
Eve Weinbaum

INTRODUCTIONS!
Three new members took up our invitation to introduce themselves:

 
Cheryl Melody Baskin is a writer, performing-recording-voiceover artist,

http://www.cherylmelody.com/


educator, speaker and sound healer. Her first nonfiction book, Shift of Heart,
will be published late Fall, 2016. Her music, blogs, and podcasts can be found at
http://www.cherylmelody.com/blog. Cheryl Melody Productions also has a
business page on Facebook with the link: https://www.facebook.com 
 
Andrea Fleck Clardy lives in Jamaica Plain, MA.  Her publications include a
children's book, a collection of newspaper columns, and two books about upstate
New York. Since retiring from Cornell University Press, she has become a
playwright. Her short plays have been widely produced.  Her longer plays are an
ongoing struggle.
 
Rachel Roth writes about reproductive rights and criminal justice. A
contributor to MomsRising, she is the author of the book Making Women Pay:
The Hidden Costs of Fetal Rights and, most recently, Breaking Promises, a
report about conditions for women imprisoned in Massachusetts. Rachel is also
an editor and grant writer.

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO NWU MEMBERS
From Barbara Beckwith

The newly released What Does It Mean to Be White In America? (2leafpress,
Intercultural Alliance of Artists and Scholars imprint) is a collection of personal
narratives, including several by our members. Debby Irving's "Breaking the Code
of Silence" introduces the book; Jim Kates's "August 1965" recalls his SNCC
activism; essayist Barbara Beckwith's "'Aha' Moments" describes moments of
recognizing her white privilege; poet Martha Collins's "A Blinding Whiteness"
ponders similar experiences that have impacted "how I live and how I interact,
what I do as an activist, and what I write as a writer." Co-editors Gabrielle David
and Sean Frederick Forbes call the 83 contributors "a group of courageous
people who have opened up and honestly shared their feelings with you, dear
readers, about a very sensitive subject: race. The question is: Are you willing to
join in the conversation?" You can order the book via Amazon.com. Also, check
out the imprint catalogue of multicultural social justice literature at
www.2leafpress.org.

 

   
Sheila Parks' separate open letters to Bernie and Hillary were both published
at OpEdNews in May. "Dear Bernie, your nuclear power plan is unacceptable -
here's why" and "Dear Hillary, your nuclear power plan is unacceptable - here's
why." Each letter is specific to the candidate, although some sections are the
same. 

http://www.cherylmelody.com/blog
https://www.facebook.com/cherylmelodyproductions
https://www.momsrising.org/blog/users/rachel-roth
http://theprisonbirthproject.org/breaking-promises/
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http://www.opednews.com/articles/Dear-Bernie-your-nuclear-by-Sheila-Parks-Ed-D-Bernie-Sanders-2016-Presidential-Candidate_Chernobyl_Chernobyl_Fukushima-160513-188.html
http://www.opednews.com/articles/Dear-Hillary-your-nuclear-by-Sheila-Parks-Ed-D-160513-898.html


 
In May Mary Bonina read poems inspired by the Caribbean Island of
Dominica from her collection CLEAR EYE TEA at Porter Square Books annual
reading of members of the Writers Room of Boston. She also read a chapter of
her novel-in-progress for the Warren Wilson College MFA Alumni Series at
Cambridge Boathouse.
 
Gail Pool's article, "An Alligator Tale: When Predator Becomes Prey" is a
personal essay about wildlife conservation. It appeared in WBUR's
Cognoscenti in March 2016. You can read it here.
 
Dave Riese's novel Echo from Mount Royal won two awards in the
2016 Next Generation Indie Book Award: first place in the General
Fiction/Novel (over 80K words) category and Second Place Grand Prize
Winner for all fiction books. The novel tells the story of an 18-year-old girl's
strange courtship in 1951 Montreal. 
 
Sue Katz reviewed a couple of dance performances recently. She was a bit
disappointed in Boston Ballet's Swan Lake and fascinated by the Cuban
contemporary Malpaso dance company.

Nikki Giovanni: (June 7, 1943  ) 

"The catchword I use with my classes is: The
authority of the writer always overcomes the
skepticism of the reader."

Discounts for NWU members
NWU has an agreement with Grub Street & Women's National Book Association 

that allows members of each organization to attend each other's programs 
at the member rate

.

 

Stay in Touch with NWUBoston
P.O. Box 380687

Cambridge, MA 02238
Phone: 6173018357  
info@nwuboston.org 
www.nwuboston.org 

Cochairs: Barbara Beckwith and Charles Coe
eNews editor: Sue Katz

Webmaster and eNews Copyeditor/Fact Checker: Barbara Mende 
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